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sea routes, and for the domination of America and the Pacific.
The German aim of a solid Central African colonial empire
emerged a considerable time ago. All this explains how the
initial Anglophile attitude of National Socialism is turning into
a continually growing antagonism, which is due to much more
than simple resentment over Chamberlain's attempt to restrain
Hitler's aggressiveness in 1938. Already the breaking up of the
British Empire is becoming clearly outlined as one of the
fundamental aims of the National Socialist policy of world
revolution.
When Goethe witnessed the cannonade at Valmy, witnessed
its cessation and the retreat of the coalition armies, he knew that
he had been present at a turning point of world history. Had
the French a similar feeling when the German armies marched
into the Rhineland? If they did, they had incomparably more
reason for it than Goethe had. For they were at the outset, it
would seem, not only of the disappearance of France as a Great
Power, and the downfall of the British power, but of the
breaking up of Europe. But is this anything of which the
Germans can be glad and proud? In their new world not only
Europe but the great individual nations will disappear. With
them Germany herself will perish.